Notes from DIS Project partners mtg, April 9, 2009
1:30 at DIMRC offices 
Call-in: 888-813-8477, passcode is 394248; moderator passcode is 3942486

On phone: Publicker, Ruffin, Ingrossia, Swain, Holst, Mishra, Brewer, Hardee, Hewakapuge, and others
Onsite: Love, Norton, Arnesen, Dunn, Bougard, Rollins, Donahue, Fusscas
Guests: Lisl Zach and Prudence Dalrymple, Drexel University, iSchool
Minutes prepared by Elizabeth Norton

RECENT DISASTERS:
· Flooding update from Greater Midwest Regional Medical Library. 
Samanthi Hewakapuge, the Consumer Health Coordinator in the Greater Midwest Region (GMR) of the National Network/Libraries of Medicine (NN/LM), Samanthi@uic.edu  provided update on how information was gathered and shared in recent floods. Community coordinators contacted regional coordinators to remind them about use of the Cornflower Blog (http://nnlm.gov/gmr/blog/) for posting updates and making announcements. DOCLINE accounts were deactivated for two Fargo hospitals. Flood information/resources were added to GoLocal sites in North Dakota and Minnesota. http://apps.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/local/minnesota/homepage.cfm?areaid=30 http://apps.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/local/northdakota/homepage.cfm?areaid=42 

Learnings: The Regional Medical Library concluded it needs to be proactive in contacting regional coordinators. GMR used two staff resources on/off; would be useful to have had a volunteer blog writer. They found it is important to use multiple channels of communication. Cindy informed group of the Health and Human Services/Office of the Assistant Secretary of Preparedness & Response (HHS/ASPR) Operations Center which monitors situations 24/7 and noted that Alicia Livinski is the informationist for this group.
GUEST SPEAKERS: 
· Lisl Zach, Assistant Professor, Drexel University iSchool, Chair of the Special Libraries Association Emergency Preparedness & Recovery Advisory Council
· Prudence Dalrymple, Research Professor, Director of the Institute for Healthcare Informatics, Drexel University iSchool
Lisl Zach shared her preliminary results from a survey on the role of information professionals in emergency preparedness and response activities; the full results of the survey will be published later this year. The study is focused on the role of the profession, rather than on the role of individuals. 
Ideas discussed by the group included building a volunteer corps of support librarians, retaining items in forms other than electronic, a buddy program, and coordination between the major library associations. Kathel shared that there are informationists trained through FEMA for onsite assistance in disaster areas, but that few people are aware of these and other federal/state/local resources. Michelle noted that Chief Librarians of State Libraries Agencies (COSLA) is a good way to reach state librarians. Cindy noted that during a disaster situation, librarians and disaster information specialists would likely want to access the same information source they access on a daily basis due to familiarity and ease of use. This could be a broadly used low-tech source such as the DISASTR-OUTREACH-LIB listserv. 
Lisl announced that the SLA Emergency Preparedness & Recovery Advisory Council will be meeting at the annual SLA conference in Washington, DC.  Participants in this Disaster Information Specialist conference call were invited to attend the 7 am meeting on Tuesday, June 16 (even though the meeting is considered a closed session). 
Anyone interested in Lisl’s study and results and/or attending the Advisory Council meeting can contact her at lisl.zach@ischool.drexel.edu.
BUSINESS ITEMS:

· Spring conference season update:

· MLA in Hawaii. 
· Cindy will be arranging a lunch on Sunday, June 17 at 12:30 pm for anyone interested in disaster information outreach. Persons interested in attending should contact Cindy at lovec@mail.nlm.nih.gov.  

· Cindy will be promoting the DISASTR-OUTREACH-LIB listserv at the NLM booth. 
· The NLM Disaster Information Management Research Center (DIMRC) will be doing two booth classes on ‘Environmental Health, Toxicology and Disaster Info Update.” 
· Stacey will be part of a presentation on “Fusing Information and Preparation in Times of Devastation” Monday, May 18, 10:30 am. 
· Stacey will also be on stage during the NLM update to talk about the Disaster Center. 
· Posters will include: Disaster Information Specialist: An Emerging Subject Specialty for Informationists? (Sunday, May 17 2:30-3:30 pm) and Local Libraries' Emergency Preparedness Partnership Ensures Mutual Aid and Promotes Disaster Information Outreach (Tuesday, May 19, 10:00-11:00 am). 
· Another program of related interest: Resources for Disaster and Remote Access Regions, Wed, 9:30-11:00 am.
· SLA in Washington. 
· Amy Donahue, NLM Associate, is arranging an evening get-together for attendees interested in disaster information. Contact Amy at donaamy@mail.nlm.nih.gov if you are interested in attending. Details will be coming shortly.

· A flyer will be at the NLM booth encouraging people to join DISASTR-OUTREACH-LIB. 
· Lisa Boyd (NN/LM) and Stephanie Publicker (SIS/NLM) are conducting a “What’s New at the National Library of Medicine” session. Monday, 15 June 2009 from 1:45 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. – this will include DIMRC. 
· Cindy Love will speak at SLA Emergency Council public session, 20 minutes on the disaster information program as part of a session, June 16, 1:30-3.
· Anybody involved with ALA was requested to send contact names to Cindy.
· Update on NLM and Disaster Information Management Research Center. 
· NLM Associate Spring Project with Amy Donahue is ongoing – she’ll be visiting each of the Bethesda partners and coordinating activities at SLA. 
Next meeting reminder: Jun 11 – National Library of Medicine, NIH campus, Billings Conference Room at 1:30.  NO meeting in May
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