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	1. Summary
	


When there is a need to use an integer or ordinal in an Administered Item, integers and ordinals will be preceded by the class concept, “Integer,” followed by a separator, and the actual value.  

	2. Purpose
	


The best practice was developed to address cases where an integer is needed as a qualifier.  For example, for “3 instances,” the concept of “3“needs to be recorded, but integer values are not concepts on their own, and it would be difficult to maintain all the possible values.  It was proposed that integers be preceded by a class concept, such as Integer, followed by a separator and the actual value.  The concept code for Integer is C45255; it should be followed by two colons (’::’), then the value, such as, 3.  This avoids creating a separate concept for ‘3’ in the terminology.  Terms such as “greater than,” and “less than,” can also be used with the Integer. 
The key benefit to following the best practice is to avoid corrupting the terminology space with individual integers that are not truly concepts and that the maintenance of all possible numbers would be almost impossible.  

	3. Guidelines 
	


The caDSR tools allow entry and maintenance of the numeric values and associated concepts.  The examples that follow show how to use the Integer best practice using the Curation Tool.  The first example shows how to use the Integer Qualifier Concept to create a data element concept.  The second example shows how to use the Integer Qualifier Concept to create a Value Domain.  The third example, 2) to create a value domain, and 3) along with the “Greater Than or Equal to” Concept.
Example 1. Using the Integer Qualifier Concept in a Data Element Concept  
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Example 1. Person Weight Loss Integer::6 Month Code
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1. Conduct a Property qualifier search for Integer (C45255).
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2. Select the Integer concept, enter a value in the “Enter Concept Value box”, and select the “Use Selection” button.  

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



The Integer concept displays as Integer::6 in the Property Long Name.
Example 2. Using the Integer Qualifier Concept in a Value Domain 
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1. Conduct a Rep Term qualifier search for Integer (concept code = C45255).

2. Select the Integer concept, enter a value in the “Enter Concept Value box”, and select the “Use Selection” button.  
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The Integer concept displays as Integer::1 in the Rep Term Long Name.  
Example 3: Using the Integer Qualifier Concept With the “Greater Than or Equal to” Concept
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Example 3. First Decline Less Than Neutrophil Count 500 Recovery Greater Than or Equal To Integer::3 Day Occurrence Laboratory Procedure Date
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1. Conduct a Property qualifier search for Greater Than or Equal To (concept code = C61583).
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2. Conduct a Property qualifier search for Integer (concept code = C45255).

3. Select the Integer Concept, enter a value in the “Enter Concept Value box”, and select the “Use Selection” button.  
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The Integer concept displays as Integer::3 in the Property Long Name. 
	4. Glossary
	


Integer – A number with no fractional part, including the negative and positive numbers as well as zero.  [Source: NCI]
Concept – The concept for an administered component.  [Source: NCI]  2. A unit of knowledge created by a unique combination of characteristics.  [attr: ISO 1087; Source: NCI]
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