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NINDS, NIMH, and NIDA are pleased to welcome you to a lecture in honor of Dr. Julius Axelrod, one of the founders of modern neuropharmacology.  Dr. Axelrod revolutionized molecular research into neurotransmitters, elucidating catecholamine metabolizing enzymes, establishing reuptake as the principal mechanism for neurotransmitter inactivation and showing that antidepressants act by inhibiting reuptake.  In 1970, he and his colleagues, Sir Bernard Katz and Ulf von Euler, shared the Nobel Prize in Physiology/Medicine for discoveries on neurotransmitter storage, release, and inactivation.  Dr. Axelrod is also warmly remembered for his enthusiastic creativity and as a mentor for young scientists.

This year’s lecture will be presented by Dr. Leslie Iversen, recipient of the 2008 Julius Axelrod Prize which is awarded by the Society for Neuroscience and endowed by the Eli Lilly Foundation.  Dr. Iversen trained with Dr. Axelrod in the 1960s, pioneered molecular characterization of neurotransmitter transporters, and helped launch the field of neuropeptide research.  , He is a Fellow of the Royal Society and a Foreign Associate of the US National Academy of Sciences, among numerous other honors
