Versioning Rules for Value Domains (05/07/2007 – Draft)
The following version rules are intended for changes made to Value Domains with a workflow status of ‘Released.’  All other workflow statuses are defined as ‘still in process’ and are excluded from these rules. 

Any changes to a Value Domain must be documented in the Change Note with the date and description of the changes made.

If a new Permissible Value is added to a Value Domain, an Effective Date must be supplied.
Create a New Value Domain: A new Value Domain must be created when:

1. a different primary Representation Term is to be used
2. the Value Domain Type (enumerated or non-enumerated) is changed
3. the Data Type is changed

Major Version Change: A Value Domain must be versioned with its Version number incremented to the next whole number (e.g., 2.3 to 3.0), when: 

1. the Representation Qualifier concepts used in the Preferred Name (Long Name) are added or changed to provide additional specificity 
2. a different Conceptual Domain or a different version of the previously associated Conceptual Domain is associated with the Value Domain; an exception is made if the previously associated Conceptual Domain was “<Context name> (e.g., “CTEP”, “CCR”, “DCP”). 

Minor Version Change: A Value Domain must be versioned with its Version number incremented by one-tenth (e.g., 2.3 to 2.4), when: 

1. a substantive or semantic change is made to the Definition. 

2. one or more of the following of the attributes, unless previously unspecified, is changed: Unit of Measure, Display Format, Character Set, Maximum Length, Minimum Length, High Value, Low Value, and Decimal Place.

3. one or more Permissible Values are deleted; the Change Note text should record which values were deleted.
4. five or more Permissible Values are added; an effective date must be provided for all additions. 

5. an enumeration by reference list is changed to reflect an updated or new version
No Version Change: A Value Domain should not be versioned when: 

1. typographical or grammatical errors are corrected in the Value Domain Definition. 

2. a previously undefined Value Domain Definition (e.g., definition reads “Please provide definition”, is unnecessarily vague or only includes the “<Valid Value>”) is updated.
3. a Value Meaning not previously associated with Concept Codes is updated with Concept Codes; the Value Meaning Name and Value Meaning Description may change
4. one to four Permissible Values are added 

5. an Alternate Name (Designation) or Alternate Definition is added or deleted for the Value Domain or any of its associated Administered Components. 

6. a Change Note is added or modified for the Value Domain. 

