
According to the Pew Hispanic Center, 

nearly one in five students in U.S. public 

schools is Latino. Latinos accounted for 60% of the growth in enrollment 

between 1990 and 2006. By the year 2050, there will be more Latinos in 

public schools that non-Latino whites. Despite these statistics, education 

remains a challenge, with a high drop-out rate. 

Many young Latinos complain they have no 

voice and that their concerns go unheard in the 

media.

To address this issue, LATINO Magazine 

will present the 2011 Latino Youth Forum, 

to be held in Washington, DC on Thursday, December 1st at 2-4 pm 

EST. Our second annual event will bring together a panel of educators,  

community leaders, and Obama Administration officials. It will be 

moderated by CNN commentator Maria Cardona. These leaders will 

hear directly from young Latinos, both present at the event and via the internet, who will voice 

their concerns for the present and hopes for the future. The forum will be webcast live to a national 

audience, and may be accessed via desktop 

computers at homes and in schools at www.
latinomagazine.com. Questions will be taken 

from viewers across the country. Working with 

our partners like the Hispanic College Fund, 

viewings will be organized in schools with high 

Latino enrollment. Post-event, the forum can be 

downloaded from LATINO Magazine’s website 

and will be covered extensively in an extensive 

Special Report in the following issue.
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A clAss Act
A junior at M.I.T., Eletha Flores is eager to use 

her engineering skills to make a difference 
in the world. As early as middle school, she 

knew she didn’t want to get lost in the masses and take 
“regular” classes that wouldn’t challenge her, she says. 
She enjoyed math and was fortunate enough to have 
an algebra teacher who encouraged her to pursue it. 
Eletha attended a science and technology high school 
in Maryland, where she began to understand the power 
that technology supplies. “Technology can seem like an 
intimidating black box,” she says, “but once someone 
teaches you about it, it becomes a tool to increase 
development.” 

In high school, Eletha sent her application to the Hispanic 
Heritage Foundation and received the 2006 Engineering 
& Mathematics Youth Award, sponsored by ExxonMobil, 
which helped to make her education at M.I.T. possible. So 
far, she has interned at NASA and coordinated her school’s 
Science and Technology Program, and she is preparing 
to travel to Cameroon for a project that will improve the 
energy grid.

Unfortunately, Eletha is the exception, not the rule, 
when it comes to Latinos in the science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM) fields. The educational 
pipeline that prepares Latino students to enter STEM 
careers “is all but broken,” according to Out Before the 
Game Begins, a Public Agenda report commissioned 

Efforts to Increase Latino 
Participation in STEM are 
Bearing Fruit
By Diana a. Terry-azíos

by the IBM International Foundation. Despite proof 
of increased interest in STEM careers among Latino 
high school students shown in a recent study by the 
Hispanic Heritage Foundation, the scarcity of Latino 
professionals remains.

 “As a nation, we are not yet in a crisis, but there 
are definite warning signs that lead us to believe that 
if we don’t do something to increase participation of 
underrepresented populations [in STEM fields], we 
could have a problem,” says Bill Valdez of the Workforce 
Development Office of the U.S. Department of Energy’s 
Office of Science. “Since it is a decadal issue, we need 
to get started now.” Without action to turn the course, 
not only will U.S. businesses suffer, but also the country 
will lose the ability to compete globally and human 
progress driven by technological advancement will be 
threatened as a whole.
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According to the Pew Hispanic Center, 
nearly one in five students in U.S. public 
schools is Latino. Latinos accounted 

for 60% of the growth in enrollment between 
1990 and 2006. By the year 2050, there will be 
more Latinos in public schools that non-Latino 
whites. Despite these statistics, Latinos have a 
high drop-out rate of nearly 50%. Many young 
Latinos complain they have no voice and that their 
concerns go unheard in the media.

To address this issue, LATINO Magazine  presented 
its first annual Latino Youth Forum in partnership 
with AT&T and the Hispanic College Fund on 
December 9, 2010 in Washington, DC. This 
first-of-its-kind event brought together a select 
audience of influentials, opinion makers and 
community leaders for a Town Hall meeting at 
the Newseum moderated by Ray Suarez, host of 
HITN’s Destination Casa Blanca. [See A Mission to 
Educate, p. 17] Panelists included John Bridgeland, 
Civic Enterprises; Carlos Santiago, Hispanic 
College Fund; Deborah Santiago, Excelencia in 
Education; Jose Rico, Dept. of Education; Irasema 
Salcido, Cesar Chavez Public Charter Schools; and 
Lily Eskelsen, NEA.

These leaders heard directly from young Latinos, 
both present at the event and via the internet, The 
Latino Youth Forum was webcast live to a national 
audience, accessible via desktop computers at 
homes and in schools. Questions were taken from 
viewers across the country. Present at the Newseum 
and at AT&T headquarters in Dallas were high 
school students from the Hispanic Youth Institute 
and the Cesar Chavez Public Charter School (see 
right), who voiced their concerns for the present 
and hopes for the future. The webcast of the event is 
available at www.latinomagazine.com. 

Students 
Speak Out

On Friday, December 3, 2010, eleventh 
grade students from Cesar Chavez 
Public Charter School for Public Policy 

in Washington D.C. discussed the nationwide 
problem of the increasing drop out rate with 
representatives from throughout the DC area, 
including the DC City Council, DC Public 
Schools, non-profit organizations, businesses, and 
local universities. The scholars used research and 
their own experiences to create solutions to resolve 
one of the many troubling issues in the District. 
The program was sponsored by America’s Promise 
Alliance.  

The persevering scholars worked diligently for 
several weeks to prepare their presentations.  
During the Summit, some of the students shared 
personal experiences, such as the negative 
neighborhood influences surrounding them and 
members of their families who had dropped 
out of school. One student shared a compelling 
story about the obstacles his family faced and 
neighborhood issues that motivate him to stay in 
school. They also used creative ways to explain 
why it is important to stay in school. Several 
students created motivation raps about staying in 
school and one group made a video that showed 
examples of good teachers that motivate them to 
stay in school. 

The essential concept of the Drop Out Summit was 
to obtain ideas from motivated students to combat 
the drop out problem through research-based 
solutions.   When discussing the Drop Out Summit, 
Labrina Long, a junior at Chavez stated “It turned 
out to be good because everyone…went for it when 
it was game time...it turned out great.”  

Tyra Little is a junior at Cesar Chavez Public Charter 
School for Public Policy

(l-r) Alfredo Estrada, Deborah Santiago, John Bridgeland,  
Carlos Santiago and Ray Suarez

Participants included students from the Hispanic Youth Institute.

Norelie Garcia, AT&T, welcomed the audience at the Newseum.

(l-r) Irasema Salcido, Jose Rico, Lily Eskelsen and Ray Suarez

On December 1, 2011, at 2-4 pm EST, LATINO presents a live 
Town Hall meeting on the Latino drop-out crisis moderated by 
Maria Cardona. Join us at www.latinomagazine.com
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