Disaster Information Specialist Meeting
October 20, 2011
Located at National Library of Medicine, Specialized Information Services, Bethesda, MD

Attending:  Five people onsite, ten on the teleconference

Review of activities since August

On our last call, Fritz Dement and Patti Reynolds gave final updates on their projects. The original pilot projects (2008-11) laid the groundwork for now continuing with additional projects: 
· National Institutes of Health, NIH Library, Bethesda, MD
· National Naval Medical Center, Darnall Biomedical Learning Resource Center(formerly Edward Rhodes Stitt Library), Bethesda, MD
· New York University School of Medicine, Frederick L. Ehrman Medical Library, New York, NY 
· Sarasota Memorial Hospital, Bishopric Medical Library, Sarasota, FL
· Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences, James A. Zimble Learning Resource Center, Bethesda, MD
· Suburban Hospital Johns Hopkins Medicine, Medical Library, Bethesda, MD

What’s new with DIMRC?

· Caroline Spellman started this week as part-time contractor. She is a U of Md. library school grad student.
· Siobhan Champ-Blackwell started in September. 
· The DIMRC offices have been moved to the same building as the rest of the division. 

The Resource Guide is now solely an NLM responsibility and renamed “Resource Guide for Disaster Medicine and Public Health.” The scope was expanded beyond public health to include all health and medical aspects of disasters; and beyond preparedness to include all facets of disaster work: planning, preparedness, mitigation, response, and recovery; for all health-related professionals involved in disaster work. 

There are 698 listserv subscribers; let’s get to 700!!!

What’s new with Disaster Information Specialization?
Robin Featherstone taught the introductory class “Disaster Health Information Sources – the Basics” in-person at the Midcontinental Chapter of MLA for nine students. In addition, 39 students took the class online on either Sept 14 or 15. The MLA surveys show very high scores and many compliments on the class. The class will be taught again at the MLA annual meeting, May 2012. MLA recorded and archived the online class Robin Featherstone taught; when it is online, we will post the URL to the listserv.


Involvement in Your Community
Elizabeth Norton is CERT trained http://www.citizencorps.gov/cert/. One of the great parts of receiving this training is the invitations she receives to community preparedness events. She recently participated in an exercise developed to certify Search and Rescue Dogs at a national level. Elizabeth described her experience in the two different scenarios the dogs were taken through. Both scenarios required Elizabeth to be buried under piles of rubble, and the dogs had to find her, and other volunteers! For Elizabeth, this exercise provided her with an opportunity to learn more about how disaster preparedness and response activities are carried out. 

What happened with the disaster information outreach and collaboration projects?
Seven projects were selected from 30 submitted proposals. Nineteen reviewers participated in reading of the proposals. Each proposal was read and scored by at least 4 people. Projects were funded for $15-30,000 with most at or close to $30,000. The projects and abstracts are listed online at http://sis.nlm.nih.gov/dimrc/2011disasteroutreachawards.html ; several of the awardees were on the call and were able to talk more personally about their specific project.

Capital Shield Drill 2011
Siobhan spoke about the involvement of several staff from the NLM in the 2011 Capital Shield Drill. On October 19th, we met up at Suburban Hospital in Bethesda, where we took on the role of “stable patients” who were being transferred to the NIH clinic to make room at Suburban for trauma victim patients of an exercise “explosion”.  As patients, we were given charts, ID bracelets and RFID tags that could track us in the hospital. We were checked out of the hospital, loaded onto a transport bus and driven to the NIH hospital, where we were then checked in. After that experience, we were driven back to Suburban, and we had the chance to visit the Command Center in the hospital and see how the RFID tracking system worked. Like Elizabeth’s experience, this gave all of us a chance to see more about how health professionals respond to disasters. 

Stacey talked about the other tools that were tested during this drill. You can read a summary of the technologies tested online at http://bethesda.wusa9.com/news/events/76518-capital-shield-2012-terror-drill-local-hospitals The following four technologies discussed in the article are all NLM produced tools:
“Patient Data Exchange – Demonstrated the ability to exchange patient records electronically in the event of a disaster that necessitates the transfer of patients among partner hospitals.
Digital Pen for Triage - Demonstrated the use of electronically captured patient data “written” on a form. The technology prevents data from being lost or damaged and quickly analyzes and summarizes the data. Walter Reed and Suburban Hospital will use the digital pen and triage form to collect, organize, and summarize patient data.
Lost Person Finder (LPF) – Walter Reed and Suburban Hospital demonstrated the use of a customized system for family reunification at hospitals during a disaster, including photos, a web-based “notification wall”. An iPhone app has also been developed for capturing, storing, and transferring data but will not be tested in this exercise.
Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) - Evaluated the role of Real Time Locating System (RTLS), which tracks the location, status and movement of equipment and/or people. Tested at Suburban and NIHCC.”
There are roles for librarians in the Command Center, and we discussed a variety of names for informationists during disasters.
· Information Resource Officer
· Intelligence Officers
· Digital Volunteers – see Red Cross slide set http://www.slideshare.net/gislio/use-of-digital-volunteer-groups 

See attachments for example job descriptions from members of this listserv.
Next meeting reminder: Nov 10 at USUHS Learning Resource Center. 


