Meeting Notes for the Disaster Information Specialist Program Meeting
July 14, 2011 at 1:30pm 
Location: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Central Library, Silver Spring, MD


Primary Business:
 Guest Speaker: Neal Kaske – National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Central Library.  Dr. Neal Kaske, Director of the NOAA Central and Regional Libraries, has a Ph.D. in industrial engineering - library systems management and a master’s degree in library science. Prior to his position at NOAA, he managed the Engineering and Physical Sciences Library at the University of Maryland where he continues as an adjunct lecturer in Maryland’s iSchool (College of Information Studies).  

· Dr. Kaske gave a brief overview of the organization of NOAA’s libraries. The NOAA Central Library (http://www.lib.noaa.gov) located in Silver Spring, Maryland, and its libraries at the Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory (Miami), National Hurricane Center/Tropical Prediction Center (Miami), Western Regional Center (Seattle), and Camp Springs (Maryland), provide information and research support to NOAA staff and the public. The library also networks with over 30 NOAA libraries across the nation in an informal federation. Disciplines covered include weather and atmospheric sciences, oceanography, ocean engineering, nautical charting, marine ecology, marine resources, ecosystems, coastal studies, aeronomy, geodesy, cartography, mathematics and statistics.  A Fact Sheet about the NOAA libraries is attached to these meeting notes. 

·  The NOAA library is in the process of developing an institutional repository, coming this fall. The first resource to be added to the repository is an existing bibliography related to the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill:  http://www.lib.noaa.gov/researchtools/subjectguides/dwh.html. This bibliography includes peer-reviewed journal articles, book chapters, editorials and technical reports. A section of the bibliography contains publications about the medical implications of the oil spill. 

· NOAA library staff member Skip Theberge reviewed some of the resources available in the library, with a focus on information useful for disaster preparedness and response.  He suggested users begin at the NOAA library home page and click on “NOAA Information Resources” and then on the “NOAA Browser”. http://www.lib.noaa.gov/noaainfo/browser/browse5.html  This page provides access to the main index pages including the index to the very popular National Weather Service resources. 

· The National Weather Service links directly to the National Hurricane Center http://www.nhc.noaa.gov where a user can find a wealth of information on warnings and forecasts for the current season as well as data about and paths of historical hurricanes. The National Weather Service site also contains extensive forecast models, information on weather safety, and publications on weather and climate-related topics. All weather data including hurricane information used by news sources and other commercial sites originates from information generated by NOAA. NOAA maintains extensive back-up systems and has the ability to expand its web capacity to avoid overloading their servers during periods of peak interest and demand, such as during a significant weather-related event.

· The NOAA library also maintains an extensive photo library consisting of over 32,000 images, all in the public domain. (http://www.photolib.noaa.gov/ ) The photos are organized in over 20 collections which are further divided into albums based on themes. The NOAA Photo Library uses the USA.gov search engine to conduct searches of the images, which allows a user to retrieve images from other government sources in addition to NOAA. 

Business Items:
· Cindy Love reported that about a dozen people responded to the MLA call for disaster information specialization course developers and instructors. MLA selected Robin Featherstone, medical librarian at Montreal General Hospital, to develop the first course for presentation at the September 21-23 Midcontinental Regional Medical Library Chapter meeting in St. Louis.  This course, the first of 5 or so courses that will be developed for the specialization, will focus on online disaster resources. 

· The next Disaster Information Specialist program meeting is August 11th. The meeting will feature Patti Reynolds from the Sarasota Memorial Hospital Bishopric Medical Library and Fritz Dement from the New York University Health Sciences Libraries. They will be providing a final report on their pilot disaster information specialist projects. 

· The September Disaster Information Specialist program meeting is being moved from September 8 to September 15. 

Notes prepared by Leila Martini.
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