Meeting Notes for the Disaster Information Specialist Program Meeting
June 9, 2011
1:30 PM at the DIMRC Office

PRIMARY BUSINESS:

· Guest speaker CAPT Jeffrey Nemhauser provided an overview about REMM, the Radiation Emergency Medical Management (REMM) tool hosted at the National Library of Medicine. CAPT Nemhauser has a background in emergency medicine and medical toxicology and since 1999 has served with the US Public Health Service (USPHS). While with USPHS, he has served in various roles within the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and is responsible for developing guidelines, protocols, and educational public health materials to be used by the nation's health care providers in the event of a radiation or nuclear emergency. Most recently he has served as the Associate Director for Science for CDC's response to the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power plant emergency. CAPT Nemhauser also serves as the Associate Managing Editor of the Radiation Emergency Medical Management (REMM) web portal (http://remm.nlm.gov).

CAPT Nemhauser reviewed the origins of REMM noting that the concept arose after the 9-11 terrorist attacks which raised our awareness that very little was known about handling civilian mass casualty events, particularly those involving radiation. REMM was developed as a web portal providing access to authoritative information from international and national sources. It is both a training tool and a response tool and is designed to assist those with little to no formal training in radiation medicine, including first responders, first receivers and emergency planners. It was developed through a collaboration of the HHS Office of the Assistant to the Secretary for Preparedness and Response, the National Cancer Institute, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the National Library of Medicine.  A large cadre of subject matter experts reviews materials for the site to keep the content up-to-date and accurate. 

REMM provides information for a broad range of radiation events, including dirty bombs, nuclear reactor incidents and transportation accidents.  Users will find a number of patient management algorithms to walk them through treatment steps, with links to definitions and other resources. When feedback suggested these algorithms were difficult to use, the developers added video tutorials to help users navigate and learn as they go through the steps to identify appropriate treatment modalities.  REMM can be taken into the field on a laptop and as a mobile application for iPhone, Android, Blackberry and Windows Mobile. A new design and home page is scheduled to be released shortly and will include a more contemporary and logical design consistent with other updated HHS resources. 

Users can stay updated on REMM by subscribing to the listserv at http://www.remm.nlm.gov/email.htm. New versions and updates are announced through that email list. 

CAPT Nemhauser responded to a question about his role in the Japan radiation event. During this event he remained based in the U.S. For about 3-3.5 weeks he was engaged in answering questions about managing radiation contamination, use of potassium iodide, and allaying fears about residual contamination coming from Japan. Many information requests came from state and local health departments. Some of these entities were aware of REMM but asked for reassurance that they were using the information correctly. 

CAPT Nemhauser was asked about training materials for teaching others about REMM. He replied that currently the only updated training materials are directed at how to use REMM as a clinical tool.  A video about REMM may be added soon.  He suggested that librarians and information professionals can help spread the word about REMM among hospital staff and encourage the addition of radiation emergencies in emergency preparedness drills. He reiterated that radiation emergencies are not confined to areas in the vicinity of nuclear power plants and that every part of the U.S. is vulnerable to radiation events if only to receive surge patients from an area directly affected. 

· Cindy Love reported that about 20 people attended the “disaster” lunch at the 2011 MLA meeting in Minneapolis.  She also shared that she will be sending more information in a message the DISASTR-OUTREACH-LIB listserv about the draft objectives for the disaster information specialty being developed by MLA with the support of NLM. Anyone interested in commenting on the objectives or serving as a potential instructor were encouraged to reply. 

· Elizabeth Norton reported that she and Stacey Arnesen exhibited and presented at the World Congress on Disaster and Emergency Medicine in Beijing on May 31-June 4. Several hundred international and national professionals engaged in discussions about topics such as crisis standards of care, managing the humanitarian response to disasters, and psychosocial disaster preparedness programs.   Several sessions raised the issue of the need for evidence-based research in disaster health. Stacey and Elizabeth presented a session on the NLM resources for disaster information.


BUSINESS ITEMS:

· A new employee will be joining the staff supporting the Disaster Information Management Research Center. Leila Martini, who has a Master of Public Health and a Master of Library Science degree, will begin her duties the first week of July. Cara Breeden, who was previously in that position, left to take a new position with the National Institute for Allergy and Infectious Diseases at the NIH. 

· There was a recent article in “American Libraries” about the designation of libraries as an essential service following the tornado that hit Springfield, MA on June 3. The article can be viewed at: http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/06082011/massachusetts-mayor-keep-library-open-help-tornado-ravaged-residents-regroup .


UPCOMING MEETINGS:

· The next meeting will be held Thursday, July 14, 2011, at 1:30 PM at the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) library. Logistical information will be announced at a later date.

· 2011 meeting dates
· July 14, 2011, NOAA
· August 11, 2011, SIS 
· September 8, 2011, SIS  
· October 20, 2011, NNMC (one week later due to the MAC-MLA meeting) 
· November 10, 2011, USUHS Learning Resource Center
· December 8, 2011, NIH Library                                                                  


MEETING ROSTER:
On phone: Approximately 25 people. 

On site: Elizabeth Norton, Cindy Love, Stacey Arnesen, Jen Pakiam, Florence Chang, Janice Kelly

Notes prepared by: Elizabeth Norton
