Meeting Notes for the Disaster Information Specialist Program Meeting
April 14, 2011
1:30 PM at the NIH Library

PRIMARY BUSINESS:

Cindy Love provided an overview of the new National Library of Medicine (NLM) Board of Regents Working Group that will convene on May 2. The group of 9 individuals from a variety of disaster and health information related professions has been charged with reviewing the current activities of the Disaster Information Management Research Center (DIMRC) and providing guidance on future authorization, support and direction for DIMRC. The group will meet several times and provide a written report with recommendations at the end of the process.  

Cindy Love also noted that DIMRC staff will present outcomes from the March 29 & 30, 2011 Disaster Information Outreach Symposium to the NLM Board of Regents on May 3. She asked if any participants on the conference call had advice, comments, or insights that they felt were important to share with the Board. Comments about the symposium and suggestions for the upcoming meeting included:
· Disaster information comes in many forms and applies to different groups in different ways – it is not a generic package of information. Information is often specific to the needs of groups, such as hospitals or academic centers, or if using the information in an instructional setting. 
· Nicole Lurie, Assistant Secretary for Preparedness & Response (ASPR) needs to hear how important the ASPR grants are to disaster preparedness efforts in hospitals.
· The wide variety of research findings presented at the symposium had common themes and perhaps funds can be allocated or provided to develop a textbook or journal supplement that would consolidate these findings. 
· NLM and others involved in disaster information should consider reaching out to other groups for collaborations and interactions, such as the International Association of Forensic Nurses. (http://www.iafn.org/) Many organizations such as these have an audience interested in disaster health information.
· Several comments were made about the development of competencies/roles for librarians interested in a disaster specialization: 
· There is a good deal of interest in developing competencies and continuing education programs related to disaster health information and the Board should support these efforts. 
· Librarians and other information professionals should take the free FEMA training classes on the incident command system and others. When the Medical Library Association develops competencies for disaster informationists, they should utilize existing educational resources as much as possible. 
· Librarians can help connect nursing staff to research projects that would help bridge the gap between nurses and disaster management. 
· Librarians can help hospital staff involved in disaster research projects document and write up the research results. 
· Librarians need to build confidence in interjecting themselves into the emergency and disaster planning and preparedness structure in their hospitals and communities so that they can demonstrate the value they can provide. Training librarians on information tools such as the digital pen and the patient identification and tracking system would be very useful to help build that confidence.
· We need to consider whose needs NLM is trying to meet. If helping librarians help others, priorities might include getting a better handle on grey literature, providing professional development and facilitating research by librarians through small grants or a forum. 
· It would be useful to allocate money to educate librarians about what they can do in their communities to help their communities in disaster preparedness and response.
The group agreed that DIMRC should pose the question about “what would I like to share with the Board of Regents Working Group” question to the entire listserv. 

Elizabeth Norton and Cindy Love shared some statistics and notes about the March 29 & 30 symposium.
· Approximately 200 people attended onsite and another 250+ participated through the live videocast. 
· About 2/3 of all onsite attendees were librarians – 85 were medical librarians and 37 other librarians. 
· Other fields represented included public health, academic research, emergency planning/management, government officials and policy analysts, among others. 
· Attendees represented 29 states, Canada and Costa Rica.  
· Twenty-four people attended the “Roadmap to Disaster Health Information Resources and Tools” training class and 10 attended the NLM tour. 
· There were 14 exhibitor organizations.
· There were over 90 tweets from the meeting using the hashtag #disasterinfo. 
· Evaluations from attendees were highly positive. 
· The slides and videocast of the presentations are available online at: 
· Day 1, http://videocast.nih.gov/launch.asp?16561  
· Day 2, http://videocast.nih.gov/launch.asp?16556 
· No decision has been made about repeating the symposium, although a number of participants have recommended that it be held again next year. 

Kay Harper noted that people in the community and information users are very, very grateful for the attention that is being paid to the topic of disaster health information. 

Cindy Love announced that she would be organizing a no-host lunch at the MLA Annual Conference for persons interested in disaster health information. The lunch will be planned for Tuesday, May 17 at a location to be determined. 

BUSINESS ITEMS:

Elizabeth Norton announced that there is an updated version of REMM (Radiation Emergency Medical Management) available online and for download. This update includes a number of new features and an Android app.  (http://www.remm.nlm.gov/)

UPCOMING MEETINGS:

· There will be no meeting in May, due to the MLA Annual Conference in Minneapolis
· The next meeting will be held Thursday, June 9, 2011, at 1:30 PM at the Darnall Library at the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, MD. Logistical information will be announced at a later date.
· Other 2011 meeting dates
· June 9, 2011, NNMC                       
· July 14, 2011, USUHS Learning Resource Center
· August 11, 2011, SIS 
· September 8, 2011, SIS  
· October 20, 2011, NNMC (one week later due to the MAC-MLA meeting) 
· November 10, 2011, USUHS Learning Resource Center
· December 8, 2011, NIH Library                                                                  

MEETING ROSTER:
On phone: Susan Hardee, Alison Rollins, Jennifer Pakiam, Patti Reynolds, Renee Bougard, Kay Harper

On site: Elizabeth Norton, Cindy Love, Stacey Arnesen, Alicia Livinski, MaShana Davis, Elizabeth Jarrett

Notes prepared by: Elizabeth Norton
