Meeting Notes for Disaster Information Specialist Program Meeting 

June 10, 2010

1:30 PM at NLM Specialized Information Services Division
On phone: Alison Rollins, Binwi Ngwa-Suh, Caryl Kazen, Glenda Barahona, Jeanne Burke, Patti Reynolds, and three others.
Present: Stacey Arnesen, Jennifer Pakiam, Cara Breeden, Elizabeth Norton, Daniel D’Aurora, Renee Bougard, and Tahirih Fusscas.

Notes prepared by Cara Breeden.

PRIMARY BUSINESS:

· Guest speaker LCDR Daniel D’Aurora spoke about his experiences on the USNS Comfort during the Haiti earthquake relief effort.  (Notes from the talk will be provided separately.)
BUSINESS ITEMS

· Medical Library Association (MLA) annual meeting
· At the MLA meeting in Washington DC, several DIS participants gave posters or presentations. 
· Slides and audio from the presentations at the NLM booth theater, including one on disaster resources, were recorded.  To access them, go to http://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/dist_edu.html and scroll down to “Medical Library Association 2010 Annual Meeting Theater Presentations.”
· There was a luncheon attended by about 15-20 people.  Feedback on this event was positive, especially since it allowed call participants to put faces to names.

· Ruth Holst, the incoming MLA president, spoke in her address about promoting the competencies for disaster information specialists.
· Updating oil spills page (http://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/dimrc/oilspills.html) 
· There has been a flurry of information-gathering since our last meeting, when we had discussed going into standown mode.
· The oil spill resources have been highlighted on various blogs, such as that of the Association of Healthcare Journalists.

· Special Libraries Association (SLA) annual meeting

· The meeting will be held next week in New Orleans, LA.
· There are a number of disaster-related events.
· Sunday, June 13, 8:00AM - 5:00PM. 

Protecting Library Collections before Disaster Strikes. Pre-conference CE course with tuition fee. (See http://s36.a2zinc.net/clients/sla/sla2010/public/SessionDetails.aspx?FromPage=SpeakerList.aspx&SessionID=50&SortMenu=105004)

· Monday, June 14, 8:00AM - 9:30AM. 

Business meeting. SLA Emergency Preparedness and Recovery Advisory Council. Per outgoing chair, SLA members’ interest is “much more focused on protecting their own collections than on reaching out.”

· Tuesday, June 15, 10:00AM -11:30AM. 

Improvising Health Sciences Library Services during Disasters.

Speaking: Layla Heimlich and Michelynn McKnight Ph.D., AHIP 

· Tuesday, June 15, 2:00PM - 3:30PM. 

Hurricane Katrina & Libraries: Recovering from America's Worst Disaster. 

· Tahirih Fusscas is planning to attend and will report back at our next meeting.

· American Library Association annual meeting

· The meeting will be June 24-29 in Washington, DC.

· There is one event listed in the program which is relevant to maintaining operations in a disaster situation, rather than disaster information outreach: The Big Shift: How the University of Houston Libraries Moved Everything, Washington Convention Center 145A, Paul A. Sharpe, University of Houston Libraries Head of Access Services

UPCOMING MEETINGS

· July 15
· The July meeting will be held at NLM Bldg. 38, Conf. Rm. B, in Bethesda, MD.

· 2010 Remaining Meeting Dates [2nd Thursday of each month, 1:30 ET (with some exceptions)]

· August 12, NIH Library                                             

· September 9, at NLM/SIS                                          

· October 21, at NLM/SIS 

· November 18, at NLM/SIS

· December 9, at Suburban Hospital Medical Library

