Notes from the Disaster Information Specialist Project partners meeting
January 14, 2010
1:30 pm at NLM/SIS Conference Room, Bethesda, MD
On phone:  Alicia Livinski, Angela Ruffin, Renee Bougard, Amy Donahue, Cheryl Rowan, Alison Rollins, Tahirih Fusscas, Brittany Haliani, Binwi Ngwa-Suh, Dan Wilson, Caryl Kazen, and Fritz Dement.
Onsite:  Stacey Arnesen, Cindy Love, Elizabeth Norton, Jen Pakiam
Meeting notes prepared by Elizabeth Norton
PRIMARY BUSINESS:

Annual review of activities – Disaster Information Specialist Project Partners
· NIH Library, Alicia Livinski.
Alicia Livinski reported that in her role as an Informationist she provides information support to the NIH Library and to the HHS Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR). Her challenges this past year have included finding ways to provide outreach to the user population at ASPR. (Located in the HHS main headquarters in Washington, DC about 10 miles from NIH)  She is continuing to define and make linkages between what the library can provide and the work ASPR performs. The ASPR user population is large (over 600 employees in many geographic locations) and highly diverse in their interests and information needs. The organization structure at ASPR is evolving and keeping up with the changing roles has been an additional challenge. 
Alicia used NLM funds in 2009 to further her understanding of the disaster health information user population. She attended several conferences, such as the Public Health Preparedness Conference, Institute of Medicine forums, American Public Health Association Annual Conference, and the Emergency Management Conference, to learn more about the key players, to understand their professional “lingo” and to identify their information content requirements. She also attended a Citizen Corp meeting to learn more about preparedness efforts at the local level.  
Alicia also used NLM funds to enhance NIH’s disaster health literature and database collection. She also spent time providing outreach to other organizations that deal with emergency services, such as public health groups and the fire service. Her services to her user population have included information searches, reference questions and special projects. 

For 2010, Alicia plans to further target her information outreach, attend additional professional meetings and arrange for physical space at ASPR. Working more closely with ASPR will also help her learn more about the information needs of those deploying in the field. 

For more information on Alicia’s role as a disaster health information specialist, you can reach her at alicia.livinski@nih.gov .
· Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences (USUHS), Learning Resource Center, Alison Rollins.

Alison Rollins, Librarian, reported that the Learning Resource Center (LRC) supports a medical school and graduate programs for nurses, physicians, and public health professionals in Bethesda, MD. The University is also home to the National Center for Disaster Medicine and Public Health (NCDMPH).  Her primary activities for the past year have included interviews with disaster medicine and public health personnel at both USUHS and at Walter Reed Army Medical Center to determine their information needs. The interviews are being transcribed and the results used as a poster for the next MLA Annual Conference.  Alison also reported on her involvement as a collaborator with NIH Library on the survey of public health service commissioned officers information needs during deployment. 
Alison shared that her biggest challenge as an informationist has been navigating through bureaucratic issues and getting funding stream approvals. She learned that:

· Responders have a need for grey literature which is often hard to find

· The interests and needs of responders who are deployed and those in academic/research areas are very different and that a diversity of solutions is needed - no single solution to meeting their information needs will work. 

In the coming year Alison plans to complete the public health deployment survey analysis and to collaborate with others to develop solutions to meeting their information needs while deployed.  For more information, Alison can be reached at: alison.rollins.ctr@lrcm.usuhs.mil
Haiti Earthquake - Response
Cindy Love summarized the federal response (to date) to the January 12, 2009 Haiti earthquake. As of the time of her report, the USNS Comfort (U.S. Navy medical treatment ship – more information at: www.comfort.navy.mil/ ), Coast Guard and Navy were to be deployed, and five disaster medical assistance teams, two disaster mortuary teams, one family assistance team were being sent. U.S Agency for International Development (USAID) was designated as the lead federal. The HHS EOC was activated for a 24/7 operation and the Public Health Service Commissioned Corp was deployed. HHS was developing a web page that was scheduled to be operational later in the day. Many other federal agencies were also getting Haiti web pages online. Our Disaster Management Information Research Center (DIMRC) is also organizing relevant federal, non-governmental, and international agency health information resources and preparing a page for activation over the weekend. [The link to the DIMRC page is: http://disaster.nlm.nih.gov/dimrc/haitiearthquake.html] The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) has been very active in the international relief efforts, and has been using Twitter and Facebook to update on the situation.  
Stacey Arnesen suggested that the immediate information needs would not include any literature searches as the efforts are focused on emergency care and search and rescue. As the relief efforts evolve to a recovery phase, information support will be needed in areas related to sanitation, infectious diseases (including H1N1), handling of mass fatalities, air quality, and other conditions that may have longer-term adverse health effects.  

Tahirih Fusscas shared that the librarians at the Stitt Library at the National Naval Medical Center have forwarded information and remote access instructions to the Operational Readiness Group, but it was not yet clear which groups were being deployed. [A few days following, T. Fusscas reported that she was able to print out and provide health information resources written in Haitian Creole to medical personnel being deployed on the USNS Comfort. The medical personnel staffing the Comfort are stationed at the National Naval Medical Center.]
BUSINESS ITEMS:
· Conferences: 
· NACCHO Public Health Preparedness Summit, Atlanta, Feb 16-19
· APHA, November 6-10, in Denver, CO. The theme of the meeting is “Social Justice:  A Public Health Imperative.” Abstracts due starting Feb 1. 
· Two posters were accepted for MLA 2010: "Analyzing disaster health information sources: A snapshot in time" by E. Norton, C. Love, S. Arnesen and “Core Competencies for Disaster Information Specialists” by C. Love and E. Norton. 

· Cindy Love clarified that the new contractor position is an expansion of staff. Anyone interested should go to the contractor’s website (Aquilent) at: http://www.aquilent.com/careers. Click on “open positions.” 
Next meeting reminder: 
February 11, 1:30, NLM/SIS Conference Room, 6707 Democracy Blvd, Suite 510 Bethesda, MD. Annual reports from Disaster Information Specialists Partners, part 2, Sarasota, NYU.
2010 Calendar of Meeting Dates 

2nd Thursday of each month, 1:30 Eastern time (with some exceptions)  

March 11, at Uniformed Services University Learning Resource Center

April 8, at National Naval Medical Center, Stitt Library 

May (no local meeting due to MLA May 21-26)

June 10, at SIS (note: SLA is June 13-16)                                              

July 8, at SIS

August 12, at NIH Library                                             

September 9, at SIS                                          

October 21, at SIS (note: MAC-MLA meeting Oct 13-15)                                     

November 18, at SIS (note: this is one week later due to Veteran’s Day holiday on the 11th)                                    

December 9, at Suburban Hospital Medical Library

