Notes from Project partners meeting, Wed. December 9, 2009
1:30 pm at Suburban Hospital/Johns Hopkins Medicine

On phone: Ana Cleveland, Jodi Philbrick, A. Livinski, A. Ruffin, Nikki Dettmar, Victor Cid, Amy Donahue, G. Kouame, L. Pellegrino, C. Rowan, E. Metz, H. Burt, P. Reynolds, and others. 
Onsite: C. Love, E. Norton, B. Haliani, B. Ngwa-Suh, S. Phillips, S. Arnesen, A. Rollins, R. Bougard, and T. Fusscas
GUEST SPEAKERS:

Dr. Ana D. Cleveland, Regents Professor and Director, Health Informatics Program, and Jodi Philbrick, Course Coordinator, Health Informatics Program, from the Department of Library and Information Sciences at the University of North Texas joined us on the call and discussed the development and implementation of a graduate-level course on disaster management for information professionals.  The course was first deployed in the summer of 2006, and it has been taught each summer semester following.  Over 50 students have taken the course creating a new generation of information professionals trained to handle disaster situations. 
Ana and Jodi explained that the class was created to prepare library and information services students for dealing with disaster assistance and response situations. As a member of the NLM Long-Range Planning Committee, Ana was involved in the recommendations to create the Disaster Information Management Research Center and understood the need to organize the literature and provide access to disaster information literature and other resources. A number of steps were required to develop and gain approval for the class, which was designed for a predominantly online delivery. Competencies and skills necessary for health information professionals were compiled and disaster management experts were consulted to ensure an interdisciplinary curriculum design that would appeal to a good cross-section of information services students. The course content includes four areas: information behavior of responders and victims of disasters, resources the public needs during and after a disaster, disaster outreach, and disaster management planning. The course lectures are supplemented with guest speakers who talk about the challenges of planning for and working in disaster situations. Students are required to do a course project that focuses on the information needs of a particular responder type. 
Students who have taken the class learned about the breadth and depth of disaster information resources and the need for a collaborative team-oriented approach to disaster planning and response. Students also learned more about the role libraries can play as information centers in disaster situations. 

[Presentation slides were sent out on the listserv prior to the meeting.]
A discussion followed about the need and possibility of a national curriculum and/or certification for a disaster information specialty that librarians in any venue (medical, public, etc.) and even emergency management professionals could pursue to gain new competencies. 

Ana Cleveland’s latest publication is in the area of health informatics:

Health Informatics for Medical Librarians by Ana D. Cleveland and Donald B. Cleveland

http://www.neal-schuman.com/bdetail.php?isbn=9781555706272
 

Ana can be reached at Ana.Cleveland@unt.edu and Jodi at Jodi.Philbrick@unt.edu if you have any follow up questions or would like additional information. 


BUSINESS ITEMS:
· MLA Guide. Elizabeth Norton compiled (with the assistance of several others) a list of recommended books, journals and other resources in the subject of Disaster Medicine for the upcoming MLA Guide to Health Information Sciences Resources. 
· Elizabeth Norton moved from a contractor position to a federal employee just before Thanksgiving. This has created an opening for a replacement position with Aquilent, the contractor. Information about the position has been posted on the contractor’s web. http://www.aquilent.com/careers. Click on “open positions.” 
· 2010 Calendar of Meeting Dates
2nd Thursday of each month, 1:30 Eastern time (with some exceptions as noted below)

January 14, at NLM Specialized Information Services 

February 11, at NLM Specialized Information Services
    

March 11, at Uniformed Services University Learning Resource Center
April 8, at National Naval Medical Center, Stitt Library 

May (no local meeting due to MLA May 21-26)

June 10, at NLM Specialized Information Service
July 8, at NLM Specialized Information Service
August 12, NIH Library                                             

September 9, at NLM Specialized Information Service                                       

October 21, at NLM Specialized Information Service (note: MAC-MLA meeting Oct 13-15)                                     

November 18, at NLM Specialized Information Service (note: this is one week later due to Veteran’s Day holiday on the 11th)                                    

December 9, at Suburban Hospital Medical Library
Next meeting reminder: 
January 14, 1:30, at NLM Specialized Information Services. Annual reports from Partners, part 1

February 11, 1:30, at NLM Specialized Information Services. Annual reports from Partners, part 2

