Notes from Project partners mtg, November 12, 2009
1:30 pm at NIH Library
On phone: A. Ruffin, A. Rollins, R. Bougard, P. Reynolds, S. Hardee, A. Donahue, C. Ludovico, C. Rowan, Metz, and others
Onsite: C. Love, E. Norton, S. Arnesen, T. Fusscas and A. Livinski
GUEST SPEAKER:

Edward Metz, MLIS, Director of the FEMA National Emergency Training Center (NETC) Learning Resource Center (LRC) in Emmitsburg, MD presented an overview of the mission and collection of the LRC.  The NETC houses the U.S. Fire Administration (USFA), the National Fire Academy (NFA) and the Emergency Management Institute (EMI) where emergency response managers from all over the U.S. come onsite to take 1-2 week intensive training courses on emergency management topics. The Institute also offers many online courses, including the Incident Command System (ICS) and National Incident Management System (NIMS) courses required of all emergency personnel. The LRC maintains the most comprehensive collection of all-hazards information resources in the U.S., including a large collection of one-of-a-kind materials, in support of the information needs of the USFA, NFA, EMI, and the 15,000 students per year that enroll in the onsite programs. The Center uses its own taxonomy to index about 5,000 articles per year from journals not typically indexed in major databases and has developed a number of finding aids to make searches easier for the non-professional information searcher. The Center also uses a number of web 2.0 technologies to establish connections with its multiple and growing audiences. In addition to features such as a weekly news round-up, the Center publishes “Coffee Break Bulletins” which users can subscribe to for “quick learnings”. The Center’s catalog is available to the public, over 17,000 items are available for immediate download and 95% of the materials are available through inter-library loan. For more information on the Center, go to http://www.lrc.fema.gov/
BUSINESS ITEMS:
· APHA Conference Report. C. Love provided her observations on the American Public Health Association annual conference held Nov 8-11 in Philadelphia. She noted that there were fewer disaster-related sessions than years following an event like Hurricane Katrina. H1N1 was absent from much of the program, which is likely due to the deadline for program planning falling before the current epidemic took hold. The discussion that did take place focused on dealing with the uniqueness of this virus affecting the younger age groups rather than the older age groups (which is more typical for seasonal flu). CDC attendees shared information about the volume of information that has been generated on the H1N1 virus and about the demands of managing the constant updates, questions and new information. Cindy also met with the Sewell Fund recipients. She noted that this fund provides stipends for medical librarians to attend the APHA conference and make connections with public health professionals.
Alicia Livinski reported that she attended two CE classes at the conference, both led by librarians. She also stated that the sessions she attended on mental health issues and public health preparedness law were excellent and that she hoped to share her session notes with the DISASTR listserv. 

· Disaster Medicine Resources.  The Disaster Information Management Research Center (DIMRC) is compiling a list of disaster medicine information resources for the MLA Guide to Health Sciences Information Resources which will be published in 2010. When the draft list of resources is compiled, Elizabeth Norton will send it to the listserv. 

· Medical Library Association 2010. Several participants have submitted disaster information-related papers or posters for the MLA 2010 conference in Washington, DC. 
· Bioethics and Legal Information.  Patti Reynolds from Sarasota Memorial Hospital Bishopric Medical Library noted that the topic of bioethics and public health law has been generating a good deal of interest in Florida. Her library website contains a developing list of resources on this topic. The link to the webpage is: 
http://www.smh.com/sections/services-procedures/medlib/Disaster_Planning/disasterInfo.html
· 2010 Calendar of Meeting Dates 
Meetings will continue in 2010 on the 2nd Thursday of each month, 1:30 Eastern time (with some exceptions, as noted below)

January 14, 2010                                       

February 11, 2010                                       
    

March 11, 2010  

April 8, 2010     
 
May 
(no local meeting due to MLA May 21-26)

June 10, 2010 
(note: SLA is June 13-16)                                              

July 8, 2010

August 12, 2010                                             

September 9, 2010                                          

October 21, 2010 (note: this is one week later due to the MAC-MLA meeting Oct 13-15)                                     

November 18, 2010 (note: this is one week later due to Veteran’s Day holiday on the 11th)                                    

December 9, 2010  

 Next meeting reminder: 
Wednesday, December 9, 1:30 pm EST, Suburban Hospital Medical Library. PLEASE NOTE CHANGE IN DAY/DATE. 
Please come at 1:00 pm for lunch graciously provided by the host library and its director, Brittany Hailani. 
