Notes from Disaster Information Specialist Project partners meeting, September 10, 2009
1:30 pm at 6707 Democracy, SIS conference room
On phone: 
Bill Anger, Alicia Livinski, Cheryl Rowan, Susan Hardee, Michelle Brewer and others
Onsite: 
Gale Dutcher, Stacey Arnesen, Cindy Love, Renee Bougard, Jennifer Pakiam, Alison Rollins. Tahirih Fusscas and Elizabeth Norton
Meeting notes prepared by Elizabeth Norton.
MAIN TOPICS:

H1N1 Updates.
· Elizabeth Norton reported that a new Harvard poll found that 80% of businesses fear they will have difficulty sustaining operations in an influenza pandemic due to absenteeism. http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/press-releases/2009-releases/businesses-problems-maintaining-operations-significant-h1n1-flu-outbreak.html. CDC had recently released guidelines for non-healthcare employers that suggest strategies for preparing for the influenza and maintaining business continuity. http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/business/guidance/
· Cindy Love shared results of a small survey of medical bloggers and their plans to address H1N1 with their patients. Of the 19 physician and nurse respondents, 50% were only mildly concerned about the virulence of H1N1, they would most likely administer it to the immunocompromised and health care workers (pregnant women were not mentioned by the respondents), more than half were unsure when or if the vaccine would be available to them for use on patients, and nearly 90% indicated they get their flu information from the CDC website. Librarians play a role by keeping providers informed of the latest information. 
· C. Love also reported that libraries (most likely school and public) may be used as centers for mass vaccinations or for distributing information about influenza care, treatment and immunizations. Volunteers from groups such as CERT (Community Emergency Response Teams) may be called upon to assist.  She also noted that NLM is considering the development of a resource page on mass immunizations. Stacey Arnesen shared that there has been debate in the FDA regarding the classification of influenza self-triage tools as medical devices which would trigger a review and approval process. 
DIRLINE Update.  C. Love asked for feedback on the addition of over 400 records on state level agencies providing disaster services or information to NLM’s DIRLINE database of health organizations. She noted that searches of the database should not be done by state abbreviations and Boolean searching will be available soon. Several comments were made regarding how difficult it has been to find current state and local agency disaster support information, and that efforts to collect this information in a database are appreciated. Suggestions included the linkage of this information to GoLocal and 211 services, where available. To review records added to DIRLINE about state government agencies, search on “dimrc” (without the quotes). This search will retrieve all the new records. You can also search on “dimrc” AND the full name of a state to see resources for one state. Please test and send your comments to cindy_love@nlm.nih.gov so we can work out any glitches before more widely publicizing. 
WISER 4.3 New Release Update. E. Norton reported that a new version (4.3) of NLM’s WISER (Wireless Information System for Emergency Responders) is available to download from the Internet at: http://wiser.nlm.nih.gov/. The tool is designed to help emergency responders identify and respond to exposures to chemical and radiological agents. Changes in the new release include an enhanced web interface and other usability improvements. At this point, the tool is available for the web, Windows Mobile devices, Palm OS PDAs, and Microsoft Windows PCs. An application for the iPhone is under consideration, but the technology has not yet been developed.  C. Love noted that some hospital emergency departments are now using the tool in addition to emergency responders in the field. 
Update on ASPR (Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response, HHS). Alicia Livinski reported that Dr. Nicole Lurie is the new head of ASPR. ASPR serves as the HHS Secretary's principal advisory staff on matters related to bioterrorism and other public health emergencies and coordinates interagency activities between HHS, other Federal departments, agencies, and offices, and State and local officials responsible for emergency preparedness and the protection of the civilian population from acts of bioterrorism and other public health emergencies. Dr. Lurie most recently served as co-director of the RAND Corporation Center for Domestic and International Health Security, senior natural scientist and professor of policy analysis at the RAND Corporation and is an internationally recognized leader in public health and preparedness issues. 
“Surviving Disaster” - TV Show.  E. Norton noted a new cable-TV show features a former Navy SEAL demonstrating to viewers how to survive disaster situations. The website includes checklists of items considered critical for “making it out alive” in each feature scenario. “Be a survivor, not a statistic.” http://www.spike.com/show/33200?sicontent=0&sicreative=3847090725&siclientid=2389&sitrackingid=85027078&refsite=7190&cmpnid=865&pt=pr&lkdes=NET_spike 

September is Preparedness Month. Some of the activities that were reported by participants and callers include:
· Staff meetings on personal preparedness and business continuity. (Specialized Information Services, NLM)

· Staff meetings on occupational medicine services and flu vaccination requirements for health care workers. (NIH Library)

· As part of anniversary of Hurricane Ike, representatives from Harris County Library and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security are visiting 20 branch libraries to discuss hurricane preparedness.  (reported by Cheryl Rowan, South Central Region, National Network of Libraries of Medicine) http://www.hcpl.net/content/hurricane-preparedness-your-library
BUSINESS ITEMS:

DISASTR-OUTREACH-LIB.  C. Love noted that the DISASTR-OUTREACH-LIB listserv first anniversary was on August 19. In addition to the news summary feature “We read so you don’t have to”, we will be experimenting with posting topic and URL for listserv messages as tweets on Twitter. Getting comfortable with Twitter is an important component of remaining current with new communication technologies that may be highly useful in emergency situations. 
Disaster Information Management Research Center (DIMRC) and NLM Update.
· The New York Academy of Medicine’s (NYAM) online grey literature database, “Resource Guide for Public Health Preparedness,” will be move to NLM to host.  NYAM will continue to update the content and provide the data input. 

· DIMRC has instituted a system of weekend coverage to ensure that if a disaster or emergency situation arises over a weekend, staff will be able to respond with the addition of information resources on DIMRC’s and the Special Information Services’ web pages if warranted. 
· E. Norton has prepared a list of e-sources that are reviewed for relevant content for the “We read so you don’t have to” listserv feature. This list will be organized for posting on the DIMRC web page. 

Partner Updates.

· A. Livinski reported that she is working on two projects with ASPR. One is focused on a nuclear detonation and scarce resource allocation scenario and the other on allocating resources for any large disaster event. Her work with the large-scale events includes a partnership with Patti Reynolds at Sarasota Memorial Hospital. 
· A. Livinski also reported that a survey intended to assess the information needs of emergency response workers is in draft form. 

Next two meetings reminder: 
October 8, 1:30. National Naval Medical Center, Stitt Library. 
November 12, 1:30, NIH Library. Guest will be Edward Metz, librarian at FEMA’s Emergency Management Institute, et al. 
Bethesda Medical Libraries Emergency Preparedness Partnership (BMLEPP) 

Following the close of the Disaster Information Specialist Project partners meeting, the BMLEPP conducted a brief meeting. 

Participants:  C. Love, S. Arnesen, R. Bougard, T. Fusscas, J. Pakiam, A. Rollins, and A. Livinski

BUSINESS ITEMS:

BHEPP website. E. Norton gave an overview of the new Bethesda Hospitals’ Emergency Preparedness Partnership (BHEPP) website. Information about the BMLEPP will be added to the home page. The site can be viewed at: www.bhepp.org. 

CMAX-09. BMLEPP members were reminded of the CMAX-09 (Collaborative Multi-Agency Exercise) drill scheduled for October 15 between 7:30 am and 3:00 pm. 

· Jen Pakiam will coordinate the NLM exhibit. T. Fusscas, A. Rollins and A. Livinski volunteered to help at the exhibit.
· Demonstrations of the following research projects will be held at the drill:
· Digital Pen
· Lost Person Finder
· MARS Radio Communication
· RFID Patient Tracking
· Virtual Worlds Disaster Training

· A good role for a librarian in this drill would be to assist with the Lost Person Finder demonstration. C. Love will contact Mike Gill, the project manager. 

· Members of BMLEPP are invited to the VIP tour. 

