The US Critical Illness and Injury Trials Group (USCIITG) invites you to attend its inaugural meeting, November 18-19th, 2008, Main Auditorium, Natcher Conference Center, NIH Campus, Bethesda Maryland.  The meeting is free and open to all those interested in furthering research and clinical trials for the critically ill and injured.
The AIMS of the USCIITG are to 
· Establish an inclusive, nationwide network of experts to review published data, establish national priorities, vet hypotheses, write clinical protocols, and generate pilot data 

· Promote interactions and synergy across established programs, both academic and non-academic, to improve the robustness (power) of clinical trials and test hypotheses in a US population 

· Provide a venue to discuss education and training in the science of clinical trial design, conduct, analysis, and reporting for critically ill or injured patients 

· Insure patient protection and privacy by addressing the ethical, legal, and social implications (ELSI) of research in the specialized circumstance of critical illness or injury
GOALS OF THE INAUGURAL MEETING (online registration is requested by October 20, 2008)
· foster and advance investigator-initiated hypotheses for testing at a national level

· establish a process to pursue a national strategic plan for clinical research

AGENDA


CALL FOR CLINICAL PROPOSALS (online submission is required by October 1, 2008)
The inaugural meeting provides a plenary session for investigators to present clinical proposals that would benefit from Trials Group discussion.  Investigators interested in proposing a Clinical Project during the inaugural meeting are invited to submit a two-page summary for review.  note that the Trials Group cannot provide funding or material resources.  Instead, investigators can expect to receive feedback, collaborative input, volunteer service, etc. from meeting attendees in anticipation of grant preparation.  Consistent with the Code of Conduct, the success of this interaction depends upon a cooperative model of information exchange.  As the meeting is organizational, we expect that multidisciplinary “teams” will form that openly solicit input and encourage collaboration among investigators with similar ideas across institutions.  Details on preparation and submission of Clinical Proposals.
Subsequent Trials Group meetings will be held concurrently with the annual meetings of the Society of Critical Care Medicine (February 2009) and the American Thoracic Society (May 2009).  For more information, contact usciitg@wudosis.wustl.edu. 
